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Those who invented neither gunpowder nor the compass 

Those who never learned to conquer steam or electricity 

Those who never explored the seas of skies 

But they know the furthest corners of the land of anguish… 

- Aime Cesaire  

 

ABSTRACT 

In this paper I will consider the notions of political power: the State, Party and popular 

power. I will attempt to show historically how the phenomenon of Political Power in 

occupied Azania2; has always been a concern of the Western settler capitalists from the 

arrival of Colonial powers through to the modern circular Apartheid State even to this 

period of post-colonial/neo-liberal regime. Further; that these interests of the powerful 

have always been in confrontation with the desire for true and complete liberation on the 

part of the dispossessed.  

 

                                                 
1 Azania = Land of the Black People. 
2  Azania is the name that has been applied to various parts of sub-Saharan Africa- occupied by 
colonial powers like Britain, Portugal, and Germany. In Roman times -- and perhaps earlier -- the name 
referred to a portion of the east African coast south of the "tip" of the Horn of Africa, extending south 
perhaps as far as the Cape. 



 It is in the everyday contestations between the overwhelming majority in society against 

the insatiable drive of capital to subsume all human relations into capitalist mode of 

exploitation and the extraction of surplus value, this is how I understand Marx’s notion of 

a dialectical relationship characterizing the struggle between capitalism and resistance put 

up by the subaltern social formations against the deeper penetration of capital in all 

spheres of human life. Thus, I read the resistance against white minority rule, not only for 

its violation of “international democratic norms” but deeper; as a system ordered on the 

rationalized negation of life that existed before the colonial penetration into the continent. 

In conditions of Post Apartheid we have seen the ushering in of a new dispensation. This 

is a democratic dispensation crowned with laurels from the West as being a “model” 

African democracy. The change also saw the largest liberation movement in Azania; 

make a transition to become a modern conventional political Party functioning in a 

Western Liberal Democratic Order- founded on rule of Dutch Law and the sanctity of 

Private Property.  

 

 Secondly, this paper is as a call to arms against the tyranny of language in Left 

intellectual particularly the underlying assumptions that paint the Emerging social 

movements as a blue print “Marxist/Leninist” program not far from the SACP’s illusions 

of a “National Democratic Revolution”.  This is the part where we consider the Party as a 

space worth contesting given that it was elderly Joe Slovo (white middle-class 

communist) who crafted the “Sunset clause”, could it not be the SACP’s battered 

marriage arrangement in government that moves it to abuse Gramsci by talking of 

“hegemonic reforms” today, thirteen years after UHURU? 



 

Finally I will turn to the Emerging social movements as articulation of popular power not 

alien to the history and modes of popular forces that made the urban insurgency of the 

1976-1988 periods in South Africa. In this analysis we  will look at the nature of the post-

Apartheid State. We consider its embrace of neo-liberal agenda; we expand on the 

imperatives for alternatives to emerge out of a radical rapture from any project that seeks 

to co-opt emerging movements into the crisis of legitimacy facing the current regime.  

This is an earnest contribution to the much needed discussion of the paths forward from 

the immediate single issue demands characterizing most emerging South African 

contemporary social movements; to move us closer to raising the bar for a more profound 

effort to dismantle the Capitalist system; the work of demystifying our world with an eye 

to changing it. 

 

Echoing the words of the literary critic: Njabulo Ndebele writing at the height of the 1986 

State of emergency: “the greatest challenge of the South African revolution is in the 

search of ways of thinking, of perceiving that will help breakdown the closed 

epistemological structures of South African oppression… the challenge is to free the 

entire social imagination of the oppressed from the laws of perception that characterized 

Apartheid society.3 

 

Since the beginning of the conference we have heard words, concept thrown at us with 

very little regard the contestations that surround their meaning. In order to contribute to 

                                                 
3 Ndebele, N; Redefining Relevance, p23-30, 1989  



rolling back this tendency, let me provide my understanding of important notions 

captured in this paper. 

I think previous speakers have made excellent inputs on which Rosa the woman was, for 

this reason I will not discuss Rosa, rather I will attempt to use the theoretical tools of 

analysis which spans through her body of work. Rosa Luxemburg’s (taken from Marx) 

conception of accumulation of Capital will be the central tool which we, particularly as 

expressed in her  writings captured in The Accumulation of Capital first published 1913 

with focus on the chapters where she discusses the reproduction of capital and its social 

setting.  

In this Rosa highlights the problem of capital as its permanent tendency to increase 

production of consumer goods above its own requirements; that is above the needs of the 

workers and capitalists of that society, this drives the need to “discover” ever more new 

markets to which to sell these accumulated goods- these buyers are often “non-capitalist 

strata and countries.”4 

Further; that: “from the very beginning, the forms and laws of capitalist production aim 

to comprise the entire globe as a store of productive forces. Capital, impelled to 

appropriate productive forces for purposes of exploitation, ransacks the whole world; it 

procures its means of production from all corners of the earth, seizing them, if necessary 

by force, from all levels of civilisation and from all forms of society. The problem of the 

material elements of capitalist accumulation, far from being solved by the material form 

of the surplus value that has been produced, takes on quite a different aspect.” 

 

                                                 
4 Luxemburg, R; Accumulation of capital, collected works. 1913  



Whilst capital has developed the technical capacities that have dramatically altered the 

face of the earth in a short period of time, it is however only on the pre-capitalist soil and 

under primitive social conditions that it is able to command the power to achieve these 

technical advances. Once again Rosa reminds us that Capital uses other races to exploit 

territories where the white man cannot work. It must be able to mobilise world labour 

power without restriction in order to utilise all productive forces of the globe—up to the 

limits imposed by a system of producing surplus value of surplus goods produced.Thus 

Capital permanatly thrives to emancipate labour power from primitive social conditions 

and its absorption by the capitalist wage system is one of the indispensable historical 

bases of capitalism.5 

 

In order to illustrate some of Rosa’s observations on the process of capitalist 

accumulation, let us consider the question of the “labour problem” that characterized the 

politics of race, work in the British colony of Natal 1870-1910. We will not dwell on the 

mass land thievery on the part of the white colonials; our analysis will begin from the 

period where such thievery had been accomplished. Here; cane cultivation and sugar 

production raised the need for a constant labour supply for the settler farmers and 

colonial cane estate managers. This was coupled with the long growing period for the 

cane to be ripe, and then to cut it and transport it, to crush and grind it so as to extract the 

sugar juices before the cane could ferment. (Halpern, 20046)  

                                                 
5 Ibid 
6 Halpern, R; Solving the ‘Labour Problem’: Race, Work and the State in the Sugar Industries of Louisiana 
and Natal, 1870-1910. Taken from the Journal of South African Studies, Vol30, and N1, 2004. 
  



In Southern Africa, growers in British Natal found different solutions to the “labour 

problem” in a situation where Africans by and large successfully resisted attempts to 

force young males into wage labour relations. Well into the 20th century most Africans 

still enjoyed access to land and could thus choose to enter or exit the labour markets in 

ways that did not suit the interests of capitalist white farmers. Rather than submit 

themselves to a gruesome 14 hour day, Africans mainly stayed away from the sugar 

plantations. The problem was so big that on a number of occasions in the late1850’s 

planters were not able to collect their cane from the fields so as to grind it. Similar 

problems were faces by cotton and maize planters. From 1850-1866 and again in 1874-

1901; the imperial state in Britain secured the migration of 150 000 Indian indentured 

labor. Only after these interventions could viable commercial production commence. 

(Halpern, 2004) 

Rosa Luxemburg seems keenly aware even at the time she was writing the Accumilation 

of Capital; that “the negroes are compelled to work in the mines and plantations of 

Kimberley, Witwatersrand, Natal, Matabeleland, by stripping them of all land and cattle, 

i.e. depriving them of their means of existence, by making them into proletarians and also 

demoralising them with alcohol. Finally, they are simply pressed into the wage system of 

capital by force, by imprisonment, and flogging7. The use of the State’ monopoly over 

force meant that; the colonial state actively worked to guarentee and safeguards the 

interests of colonial capitalist class. The South African example provides a lucid 

expression of this problematic of accumulation of Capital. 

 

                                                 
7 Luxemburg, R; Accumulation of capital, collected works 1913.  



The interrelations of accumulating capital and non-capitalist forms of production extend 

over values as well as over material conditions. The non-capitalist mode of production is 

the given historical setting for this process. Since the accumulation of capital becomes 

impossible in all points outside of non-capitalist existance, we cannot gain a true picture 

of it by assuming the exclusive and absolute domination of the capitalist mode of 

production.8 

Capital needs the means of production and the labour power of the whole globe for 

‘untrammelled accumulation’9; it cannot manage without the natural resources and the 

labour power of all territories. Seeing that the overwhelming majority of resources and 

labour power is in fact still in the orbit of pre-capitalist production—this being the 

historical milieu of accumulation—capital must go all out to obtain ascendancy over 

these territories and social organizations. 

Interestingly, infant the labour movement in South Africa over the same period served as 

a bulwark through which the interests of White workers could be safeguarded through 

racialised job reservation in the face of a growing economy and rapid industrialisation. 

 

From this historical reflection it becomes clear the role of the State in colonial 

arrangements; that of facilitating deeper expansion and reach of the market so as to 

spread the surplus consummer goods produced through over-accumilation.  

Also the role of the state was to facilitate the process of capital accumilation in the center 

of developed capitalist economies; through providing cheaper sources for primary raw 

                                                 
8 Ibid2 
9 Ibid3 



material and cheap labour (as was the case with the Indian indentured labour) from 

countries in the peripheries of capitalist empire. 

According to Luxenburg then, the role of the state in capitalist economy is that of 

facilitator and path breaker for the greater penetration of market relations, this creates the 

demand through which the accumilated surplus could be sold. Everywhere this process of 

capitalist class formation takes place, it is accopmpanied by dialectics of resistance from 

the non-capitalist socius which it seeks to dominate. The above serves as my 

understanding of political power as articulated through the state. 

 

Thus; from a political point of view the State and any organisation of society are not two 

distinct things. The State is the organisation of modern society. The state cannot abolish 

the contradiction between the role and good intentions of the administration on the one 

hand and the means at its disposal on the other without abolishing itself. Marx therefore 

concludes that the executive of the modern State is but a committee of managing the 

common affairs of the whole bourgeoisie Marx, 184810; South Africa is no exception. 

 

At this stage I would like to take a leap into the second objective of my paper; to consider 

closely the Party; working from the example of the South African Communist Party. For 

this discussion our frame of reference moves into the present articulations of political 

power through a post-colonial state (No “special types” allowed). Still treading the path 

the dialectical relation between the State as an aparutus for the legitimised use of coersion 

socius in order to improve the modes of Capitalist negation of life. 

                                                 
10 Marx, K; The Communist Manifesto. 1848; p223.  



“The experience of the ordinary people, the wreched, the sub-ultern is 

sharply distinguished from the ‘national middle classes’, which is bereft 

of ideas, because it lives to itself  and cuts itself off from the people… the 

national bourgiosie is a useless and harmful middle-class”11. 

 Stalinist Communist parties turned to support for national liberation struggles 

like that of the ANC as part of the Cold War conflict with the imperialist 

countries during the 1950’s. Indeed the Cold War factor also played an interesting 

dynamic in the emergence of the Global Anti-Apartheid movements of the 1960 

well into the 1990s?  But they had no intention of promoting socialist revolutions, 

which would have destabilized the position of the bureaucracy in the Soviet 

Union on the part of the Stalinist Parties and the Western Liberal values espoused 

by the pro-democracy Anti-Apartheid Movement. 

The Drafting and ultimate adoption of the Freedom Charter by the “Chatterist” 

including the Communist Party, created a false socialist hope. In the careful 

choice of socialist sounding language as well as propagandizing done by eminent 

figures in the leadership of the Communist Party; these included leaders such as 

Rusty Bernstein widely celebrated for his role in the drafting of the Charter. This 

as done with the explicit acknowledgement that the Freedom Charter essentially 

had a nationalist and capitalist character.12 

This was demonstrated in an article written by Nelson Mandela in 1956. He explained 

that the intention of the ANC was not to overthrow capitalism but to break the hold of the 

big corporations that dominated the South African economy. He wrote, “The breaking up 

and democratization of these monopolies will open up fresh fields for the development of 

a prosperous non-European bourgeois class. For the first time in the history of this 

country the non-European bourgeoisie will have the opportunity to own, in their own 

                                                 
11 Fanon, F; The wretched of the earth, pg 123  
12 Johanningsmeier, E; Communists and the Black Freedom Movements.  Taken from the Journal of South 
African Studies, Vol30, and N1, 2004. 



name and right, mills and factories and trade and private enterprise will boom and 

flourish as never before” 

Mandela continued to argue throughout his imprisonment period to maintain that; the 

ANC’s struggle was to allow the black middle class access to capital. During the late 

1970s a fierce ideological debate went on among the prisoners on Robin Island about the 

character of the Freedom Charter. Against other prisoners who argued that the Freedom 

Charter was a socialist document, Mandela held that its purpose was to establish a 

bourgeois democracy and to maintain the capitalist system. And that is precisely what his 

government implemented.13 

The emergence of Black Consciousness came as an attitude of mind and a 

generalized awareness of the sad conditions under which Africans were confined. 

The Struggle was moved from uniformed party formations to a postulates that sets 

as its aim: “To make the black man come to himself; to pump life into his empty 

shell; to infuse him with pride and dignity, to remind him of his complicity in the 

crime of allowing himself to be misused and therefore letting evil reign supreme 

in the country of his birth. This is the meaning of Black Consciousness.”(Biko, 

1974)14 

By 1976 SOWETO along with a great number of other African localities, 

exploded. At the fore front of these battles was a generation of young people in 

primary to tertiary education institutions, as well as the unemployed idling youths 

in ghetto corners. Thousands were arrested, disappeared and murdered by the 

repressive arm of the Apartheid State. 1983 saw the birth of the United 

Democratic Front a signal of resurgence in community resistance and this was 

accompanied by a massive recession in1984 that hit South Africa’s Capitalist 

economy. 

                                                 
13 Brutus, D; excerpts of an interview taken @ the university of Kwazulu-Natal, 2007. 
14 Biko, S; I write what I like. Published 1986. p 29 



These movements took the ANC leadership in exile by surprise. Had it not been 

for the Stalinists it would have been more difficult for the ANC to assert its 

leadership over the movement of the townships. They used their positions in the 

trade union bureaucracy to keep workers within the bounds of political protest, 

sanctified by the churches and liberal opponents of apartheid. It is also around this 

time that banned liberation movements brandied the slogan of “making South 

Africa ungovernable” both within the country as well as in the military cells of 

the liberation armies such as Umkhoto we Sizwe and APLA. 

In 1984 the government declared a state of emergency it repeated this again in 

1986 at the same time corporations were pushing for more reforms to help get 

them out of stagnant dilemmas brought by economic isolation and sanctions.15 

Any romantic visions of the ANC leading the oppressed to the ultimate classless 

society; have been knocked out of hopes of even the poet and the village fools. 

The one promise defended by Mandela- the creation of an African exploiting 

bourgeoisie is being realized.  

Unlike the popular State fictions being churned from all direction; we need to con 

cede that ultimately, it was not the ANC that forced the apartheid regime to the 

negotiating table, but the movement of the Black people and militant youths who 

set the townships on fire. The consecutive states of emergencies, ungovernable 

and rebelling youths made it impossible for the smooth running day to day 

exchanges of capital and consumption- accumulation. 

 By means of the ANC government, led first by Mandela and now by Mbeki, it 

has been possible for this mass movement to be kept under control. Through a 

paper alliance with COSATU and SACP, the ANC has attempted to form a 

hegemonic claim as a leader of what it called the National Democratic Revolution 

(NDR). 

                                                 
15 See the discussion by  Sutner, R; The UDF period and its meaning for contemporary South Africa. 
Journal of Southern African Studies, Vol30, N3, 2004. 



This ‘theory’ was in line with the two-stage theory of revolution developed by 

Stalin in the 1920s, which bore no relation to the conceptions of Lenin or Trotsky. 

The SACP maintained that the first objective was to achieve bourgeois 

democracy in South Africa and only then; at an unspecified later date; to go on to 

fight for socialism. Although it may criticize the government, the SACP has not 

called on the working class to break from the ANC and has not broken with 

Mandela’s perspective. 

Their associations with the Communist Party made the ANC seem far more left-

wing than it really was, which proved invaluable as the South African working 

class grew in size and strength. By the 1970s a large number of Black South 

Africans had left the land and were urban workers. 

And today, as the working class becomes more and more opposed to the 

reactionary policies of the Mbeki government, the SACP is still playing that role, 

by containing the opposition to the government within the limits of trade 

unionism. Of late, there are elements in the SACP that are abusing Gramsci’s 

notion of ‘hegemonic reforms’ as way to co-opt emerging social movements into 

the current hegemony of the neo-liberal State without posing a formidable 

challenge to the ruling interests which the State serves.  

The SACP by choosing to see the Liberal Democratic State- led by the African 

Nationalist spirit as the only vantage point from which to pursue its ‘socialist’ 

program; compromises its ability to bring to the front the common interests of the 

working classes. By remaining a partner to a State that has waged an attack on the 

interests of the poor in favor of the imperatives of Capital. Contrary to Marx’s 

view that: “The relation of the revolutionary workers party to the petty- bourgeois 

democrats is this: it marches together with them against the faction whom it aims 

at overthrowing, it opposes them in everything whereby they seek to consolidate 

their position in their own interests”16. Marx further notes that there is only one 

road open to progressive revolutionaries; class struggle; as the immediate driving 

                                                 
16 Marx, K; Address of the Central committee to the Communist League, 1850. p279. 



power of history; it is therefore impossible for Marxists to cooperate with people 

who wish to expunge this class struggle from the movement.17 

B(l)ack to the future: movements are moving. 

We return to Lenin’s observation about the Second International: counter 

revolution is within revolution. In this single dialectical revolutionary process, the 

lack of method, the lack of trying to see what you should actually do, suddenly 

means you are giving agency back to faith. This is a reactionary movement18. 

There is a dual rhythm of revolution and counter revolution, a dual rhythm of 

thought and activity which emerges from below. The task is to work out the 

dialectic of our age- we cannot just ‘apply’ the dialectic as a given. The actual 

forces of revolution, the poor, workers, Blacks, youths and women produce the 

dialectic through their daily struggles against the barbarism of capitalist logic. For 

the challenge facing us today as was for Marx, is to read the imperatives imposed 

by the market in its unending drive towards capital accumulation always within 

context of the specificities of history and class relations, of time and place 19. 

The transition to liberal democracy was accompanied by a project of neo-liberal 

restructuring of Capital in occupied Azania. It led also to its (Capital) deeper 

integration into the global markets. Albo points out echoing Marx; Capitalist 

development always spreads through imitation and emulation as competitive 

imperatives are incorporated into the strategies of social actors- with the 

bourgeoisie “fashioning a world in it own image”-but always within its own 

institutional context in the class struggle20. Much less than a step towards an 

egalitarian future; the new Republic of South Africa marks a transition in the 

Capitalist development project; albeit with a few tata machance black exploiters. 

A proper incorporation into globalization mode aimed at opening up African 

                                                 
17 Marx, K;  Circular letter, Selected Writings, ed by MacLellan 1977. 
18 Not a direct quote but taken from  Dunayevskaya’s summery of Lenin’s position. From The power of 
negativity, selected writings on the dialectic in Hegel and Marx. Ed Hudis, P & Anderson KB. 2002 
19  
20 Albo, G; Contesting the ‘NEW CAPITALISM’.  Problematising  Resistance, Center for Civil Society 
research reports, Vol2, 2005.  



societies to further reliance on the market as the dominant prefigure of all social 

relations. 

The neo-liberal attacks on the poor have been captured by the resurgence in 

community mobilization. The emerging social movements have been mooted as a 

response to the deepening difficulty to meet the basic requirements for life- for 

the majority of Black particularly African communities.. 

We have lived through a period of internally generated globalization, where the 

State has actively sided with major business groups that have dominated the 

South African economy21. The new Republic of South Africa adopted orthodox 

economic policy strategies in order to encourage further integration into the 

global Capitalist markets. 

Since the declaration of GEAR in 1996, more than half a million jobs have been 

lost in the formal economy, a clear attack on the bargaining strength for a labor 

movement caught up with  “struggling for jobs”( real wages of those in 

permanent employment have increased) . All of this is explained away as 

necessary consequences of “adjustment” to globalization. At first we were told 

that GEAR is an urgent attempt to stem the rapid decline in the value of the Rand, 

in order to increase investor confidence the country needs to make explicit its 

conformity with the orthodoxies of international Capitalist markets. (Bond, 

200522) 

As Kelly23(1993) noted; financial liberlisation had begun under Botha 

government and the Reserve Bank ‘independence’ had been enshrined as part of 

the new political dispensation; further that this was seen as important in renewing 

access to private capital markets. The State is increasingly characterized by 

institutionalized dependence on global forces; so much so that the State appears 

autonomous from domestic social forces but that autonomy is substituted by a 
                                                 
21 Carmody, P; Between Globalisation and (post) Apartheid: the Political Economy of Restructuring in 
South Africa. Taken from Journal of Southern African Studies,Vol28, 2002.   
22 Bond, P;  Elite Transition. 2001 
23 Kelly, MV; Financial institutions in South Africa. 1993. 



substantial dependence on global forces24. It liberalizes the economy to maintain 

investor confidence and uses the global market to discipline all productive capital 

and labour. The State thus uses its power in order to constrain its power. As it 

globalizes, the governments’ development strategies are increasingly dependent 

on private sector and financial markets. 25  

Be-heading the beast of empire 

 Capitalist globalization project undertaken by the State has resulted in a 

fundamental rescaling of the social forces that have been driving the uneven 

economic development from the national state/market complex into the global 

market. What Bond calls “elite transition”? Capitalist globalization is continuing 

to widen the gap between those that have been historically dispossessed and those 

to continue to profit from the status quo. Carmody argues further that the 

globalization strategies of South African conglomerate corporations have cone 

further than any other transnational worldwide. Five of the largest Anglo 

American, Old Mutual, SA Breweries, Billiton and Dimension Data collective 

control about 55% of all shares in the JSE. All of these corporations have shifted 

their primary stork market listings and corporate headquarters to London in the 

past decade. Hesse, 200126 This observation proves that both South Africa’s 

colonial and Apartheid history is being re-inscribed in the current neo-liberal push 

for economic restructuring. Once again London has established herself as the 

dominant command and control center for the South African economy. 

Under liberal democracy no matter how loudly the virtues of equality can 

shouted; obvious socio-economic disparities continue to deepen, the logic of this 

system encourages citizens to think that this is a normal consequence of a regime 

that leaves them free to pursue their material interests in a free market. As 

Tocqueville noted modern democracies mean the end to great revolutions. 
                                                 
24 Carmody, P; Between Globalisation and (post) Apartheid: the Political Economy of Restructuring in 
South Africa. Taken from Journal of Southern African Studies,Vol28, 2002. 
25 Adler, G & Webster E; ‘Introduction: Consolidating Democracy in a Liberalising World- Trade Unions 
and democratization in South Africa, 1958-1997. 2000  
26 Hesse, P; Foreign direct Investment in South Africa, 2001. 



Democracy does not lead to deepening class war rather; it allows for the 

deployment of ‘gentle customs’ and appeasement of social conflict in favor of 

existing power relations in society. Sameness reigns supreme and Otherness 

previously embodied in those without a part, is denied since everyone is included 

in a political order that refuses the idea that anything can exist outside of it27.This 

danger I see in a language that refuses to acknowledge the contingent nature of 

the current political settings in occupied Azania. This has the effect of 

condemning the dispossessed to either repeat society’s dominant discourses or 

remain in their ghettoes of silence28. 

Keeping in mind that the whole history of the modern world has been 

characterized by the insatiable greed of Capitalism, the sub-continent of India was 

‘owned’ by the British East India Company, Indonesia and greater Azania by the 

Dutch East India Company, most of East Africa was ‘owned’ by British East 

Africa Company and the Congo was a one man corporation. In this new global 

phase private Capital wants to subject the entire globe to shape the third world in 

the image of the West. Through taking the initiative to globalize from within, the 

new Republic of South Africa has posed itself to be the first territory to become a 

fully-fledged corporate colony. What Ngugi wa Thiong terms: a corporony 

(Ngugi; 200629). 

Thus the efforts being initiated by emerging social movements seem to be infant 

steps towards once again, changing thee terrain, in a discontinuous and eruptive  

fashion by self consciously placing themselves on the outside of the liberal 

democratic consensus, inclined to an absolute break from the narrative of  

betrayal and elite reconfiguring. The challenge seems posed to be the radical re-

founding of dominant political discourses particularly in the Left; in a way that 

unmasks the violence and lawlessness of their origins and their lack of legitimacy 

on the ground. The act of re-founding/rapture could do a lot to free the project of 

                                                 
27 Labelle, G; Two re-foundation projects of democracy in contemporary French philosophy- Cornelius 
Castoriadis and Jacques Ranciere. Philosophy & Social Criticism, Vol.27. 2001. 
28 Ibid1 p114 
29 Ngugi; Wizard of the Crow, p.746. 2006 



complete emancipation from the science fiction tales of NDR currently 

suffocation possibilities for deeper reflections on the situation facing the majority 

of the dispossessed. 

The 5000 recorded protest that engulfed the country last year alone. It has been 

noted that whist a small number of these protests have been initiated by 

community organizations, most of these remain by and large spontaneous 

expression of frustration and desperation. The protests based mainly on demands 

for free water, education opportunities for the youths, treatment medication for 

those affected by the scourge of the Aids virus, protests for redistribution of 

land… all of these on the surface have been dismissed as single issue concerns by 

insignificant groups, for me these are the pointers to a rising disquiet in the 

margins the challenge is to accompanying these with equivalent praxis of 

liberation that could bring to the fore the connectedness of these separate 

struggles in terms of permanent revolution. 

 

 

 

 


